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JUST  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
forty-three  years  ago  now  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  was  born  in  a  manger  near  a 
crowded  inn  in  the  little  town  of  Bethlehem 
in  Palestine's  hills  of  Judea. 

No  birth  could"  have  been  more  humble. 
Yet  down  through  all  the  centuries  of  re- 
corded time  no  happening  'has  had  such  an 
influence  on  man.  It  was  history's  greatest 
event. 

At  Christmas  we  celebrate  that  humble 
birth  with  a  dual  festival,  which,  as  Tenny- 
son has  said,  is  "  both  human  and  divine." 
Christmas  has  come  to  be  the  most  widely 
observed  and  the  gladdest  of  all  the  festivals 
of  the  year. 

The  story  of  Christmas  is  told  more  often 
than  any  other  story  either  in  fact  or 
fiction.  It  is  told  over  and  over  again  to 
children  at  the  mother's  knee ;  it  is  preached 
as  sermons  in  thousands  of  pulpits ;  it  is 
sung  in  the  streets  in  carols  of  joy,  and  in 
churches  in  majestic  music  of  adoration. 
And  through  the  years,  Christmas  has  come 
to  us  as  the  holiday  of  joy  and  sweetness. 

But  what  of  Christmas  1943,  with  the 
whole  world  torn  by  the  horror,  privation, 
sacrifice  of  total  war;  with  most  of  our 
thoughts,  virtually  all  our  energies,  and 
much  of  our  emotion  consumed  by  the  pas- 
sion to  kill  or  help  kill.  Can  Christmas 
have  any  place  or  meaning  in  the  midst  of 
this  carnival  of  carnage  ?  It  does ;  it  must ! 
Never  was  there  a  time  in  man's  existence 
when  it  was  more  vital  for  the  world  to 
pause  for  a  reappraisal  of  fundamentals, 
lest  we  lose  sight  of  the  things  for  which 
we  are  working,  fighting,  dying.  The 
strength,  the  power,  the  influence  of  Christ- 
mas forces  such  a  pause. 

This  war  is  being  fought  with  a  pagan 
barbarism  as  old,  as  un-Christ-like  as  yester- 


resources, 
stand  up 
This  time 


day,  but  magnified  100  million  fold  by  the 
machines  of  death  and  destruction  as  new 
as  to-morrow.  It  is  imperative  that  we 
remember  that  this  war  is  not  the  end  in 
itself.  In  this  unholy  holocaust,  we  are 
ail-out,  not  to  win  a  war,  but  to  win  a 
peace. 

Our  world — its  manpower,  its 
its  "  civilization  " — could  not 
under  another  war  like  this  one. 
the  peace  must  be  lasting,.  And  to  be  last- 
ing, it  must  be  a  peace  "dictated" — not  by 
Hitler,  Tojo,  nor  by  Boosevelt,  Churchill, 
Stalin — but  by  the  teachings  of  Christ,  the 
"  Prince  of  Peace." 

Let  us  not  forget  that  it  will  do  us  little 
good  to  subdue  the  godless  forces  of  hate, 
avarice,  greed,  lust  on  the  battlefield,  unless 
we  also  conquer  them  in  our  own  hearts. 

After  years  of  great  anxiety,  in  this  all- 
important  global  conflagration,  we  can  take 
a  great  measure  of  cheer  and  happiness  this 
Christmas  from  the  knowledge  that,  Ly 
God's  grace,  the  turning  point  has  been 
reached.  Now  our  forces  are  on  the 
offensive  in  the  battlefield.  Are  we  making 
similar  gains  in  our  own  private  battle 
against  evil,  constantly  being  waged  within 
each  of  us? 

The  time  will  come — we  hope  in  the  not 
too  distant  future — when  our  worldly 
enemies  will  be  vanquished  and  at  our 
mercy.  But  to  make  certain  that  it  is  not 
a  hollow  victory,  let  us  hold  high  the  torch 
of  Him  who  gave  us  humanity's  greatest 
heritage— Christianity.  Only   His   spirit 

and  teachings  can  bring  back  the  day  when 
it  will  be  more  than  a  prayer  to  sing : 
"Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth 
peace,  good  will  toward  men." 

From  The  Deseret  News. 


^upuan^qrau  OB^^aia^? 


Published  Monthly  by  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints,  Main  and  Grove  Roads 
South  Africa.    Registered  at  G.P.O.  as  a  Newspaper.    Subscription  3/-  per  year. 

Mowbray,  C.P., 

Volume 

17 

DECEMBER, 

1943 

Number 

12 

Editor:  RICHARD  E. 

FOLLAND. 

BRANCH   TEACHERS'   MESSAGE    FOR 
DECEMBER,  1943 

YE  ARE  THE  LIGHT  OF  THE  WORLD 

I  N  His  memorable  sermon  on  the  mount,  Jesus  referred  to  His  disciples  as  ".  .  .  the  light 
■  of  the  world."  (Matt.  5:14.)  Does  it  seem  paradoxical  that  men  should  be  referred  to 
as  "  light  "? 

In  the  material  sense,  we  look  upon  light  as  that  which  comes  from  the  sun,  the  moon,  the 
stars,    the  incandescent   and   other   light-producing   agencies.  The  question   then   arises — 

"  How  can  man,  too,  be  '  light  '?  " 

Obviously  the  "  light  "  which  emanates  from  the  pure  heart  of  a  disciple  of  Christ  is  other 
than  that  which  is  visibly  perceptible.  It  is,  however,  none  the  less  potent  and  influential. 
It  is  that  quality  of  the  soul  which  has  a  beneficent  influence  upon  the  behaviour  of  those 
coming  in  contact  therewith.  It  influences  the  sinner  and  takes  the  repentant  soul  by  the 
hand  and  places  him  in  the  way  of  eternal  life.  It    heals    the   broken    heart,    cheers    the 

oppressed,  comforts  the  weary,  expresses  its  life-giving  properties  in  kind  words,  thoughtful 
actions,  and  noble  deeds.  It  inspires  men  to  clothe  the  naked,  feed  the  hungry,  give  the 
thirsty  to  drink,  "  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in  their  afflictions.  ..."  It  puri- 
fies the  heart  and  exalts  the  soul  of  man. 

In  all  of  these  worthy  actions  we  are  co-workers  with  our  Redeemer,  for  He  described 
Himself,  also,  as  "  the  light  of  the  world."  (John  8:12.)       In  Him  we  have  our  pattern. 

How  much  light  is  each  of  us,  as  Latter-day  Saints,  shedding  forth  upon  the  world? 
Hew  many  souls  are  being  attracted  to  the  more  abundant  life  because  of  that  which  they 
see  us  do  and  hear  us  say?  How  do  the  actions  of  each  of  us  square  with  the  teachings  of 
Jesus  with  whom  we  share  the  responsibilities  of  being  "  the  light  of  the  world  "? 

In  the  Church,  do  we  sustain  the  General  Authorities   as   we   should?  Do   we   pay   our 

tithes  and  offerings  as  is  expected  of  us?       Do  we  live  what  we  teach? 

Do  our  neigbours  speak  well  of  us?  Do  they  enjoy  living  next  door?  Do  they  delight 
in  having  their  children  associate  with  ours? 

In  business,  do  our  associates  look  upon  us,  individually,  as  honest  and  trustworthy? 
As  employers,  do  we  enjoy  the  good  will  of  our  employees?  As  employees,  are  we  honest 
with  those  for  whom  we  work? 

Let  each  Latter-day  Saint  think  seriously  upon  these  matters.  It  is  a  tremendous 
responsibility  to  be  "  the  light  of  the  world." 
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THE   approaching   Holiday    Season    finds 
our  hearts  filled  with  deep   gratitude 
mingled  with  feelings  of  apprehension. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  outstanding  pro- 
gress the  Church  has  made  during  the  past 
year ;  for  the  united  and  unstinted  support 


threatened  with  repudiation,  if  not  aban- 
donment, men  and  women  the  world  over 
should  make  this  the  most  thoughtful,  the 
most  prayerful,  the  most  sacred  Christmas 
of  all  time,  should  more  earnestly  than 
ever  seek  the  causes  of  this  world's  disaster, 


given  by  the  General  Authorities  and 
officers  of  the  Church;  for  the  loyalty,  faith, 
and  devotion  of  the  General  Auxiliary 
Boards,  the  officers  in  Stakes,  Quorums, 
Wards,  and  Missions,  and  of  the  Church 
membership  in  general.  Most  of  all  we 
are  grateful  for  the  assurance  we  have  of 
the  Lord's  guidance  and  overruling  power. 
We  are  apprehensive  of  mankind's  wel- 
fare in  a  world  of  tribulation  and  of  false 
ideals.  Two  world  wars  within  the  short 
time  of  twenty-five  years  discredit  the  in- 
telligence not  to  say  the  spirituality  of  the 
rulers  of  this  supposedly  enlightened  cen- 
tury !  With  nations  grappling  at  one 
another's  throats,  with  millions  of  men  en- 
gaged in  a  death  struggle,  with  the  precious 
principles    associated    with    man's    freedom 


and  bravely  and  heroically  choose  a  better 
course  of  life. 

This  is  a  time  when  mankind  should  turn 
their  thoughts  to  the  teachings  of  the 
Christ;  and  in  larger  numbers  than  the 
world  has  ever  heretofore  witnessed  con- 
form thereto  their  attitudes  and  actions. 
Unless  multitudes  of  men  and  women  80 
change  their  hearts  and  lives,  the  world  will 
continue  to  be  drenched  in  blood  and  the 
present  civilization  be  threatened  with 
disintegration. 

With  the  birth  of  the  Babe  of  Bethlehem 
are  associated  three  glorious  principles, 
which  if  sought  sincerely  as  motivating 
factors  by  individuals  and  nations,  would 
themselves  make  this  world  an  Eden  in- 
stead of  a  threatened  shambles.  These 
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were  heralded   by   the   Heavenly   Hosts   as 

Glory  to  God,"  "  Peace  on  earth,"  and 

Good  Will  toward  men." 
More  Godliness  needed. 

It  is  a  deplorable  but  recognizable  fact  that 
men's  hearts  all  too  generally  are  turned 
from  and  not  toward  God.  Self-promotion, 
not  God's  glorification  is  the  motivating 
factor  in  most  people's  lives.  Irreverence 
is  all  too  manifest.  The  Lord's  name  is 
frequently  "  taken  in  vain,"  and  profanity, 
particularly  here  in  the  United  States,  is  so 
common  as  to  pollute  the  air.  The  possi- 
bility "  that  man  may  fall  from  grace  and 
depart  from  the  living  God,"  has  become  a 
sad  reality.  "  Therefore,  let  the  Church 
take  heed  and  pray  always,  lest  they  fail 
into  temptation." 

The  world  needs  more  godliness,  and  less 
godlessness;  more  self-discipline,  less  self- 
indulgence;  more  power  to  say  with  Christ, 

Father,  not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done." 
Peace. 

Christ  came  to  bring  peace.  Rejection  of 
His  way  of  life  has  made  strife  and  conten- 
tion rampant.  Man,  not  the  Lord,  has 
brought  deadly  conflict  and  subsequent 
misery.  Wars  spring  from  wickedness. 
As  a  destructive  fire  devastates  productive 
fields  and  growing  forests,  wars  engulf  the 
innocent  and  righteous  as  well  as  the 
wicked.  Millions  of  hearts  in  homes  on  all 
continents  are  to-day  yearning  for  the  end 
of  battles  and  the  coming  of  peace.  Under 
present  conditions,  however,  the  war  will 
be  ended  only  by  superior  armed  forces,  by 
increased  number  of  swifter  and  stronger 
planes,  by  more  shattering  bombs  and  other 
weapons  of  destruction ;  but  PEACE  WILL 
BE  MAINTAINED  ONLY  BY  NOBLER 
MEN  AND  BY  MORE  CHRIST-LIKE 
NATIONS. 

Before  peace  can  reign  there  must  be 
manifest  in  human  hearts  more  compassion 
and  less  hatred;  more  generosity,  and  less 
greed;  more  sanctity  in  the  home,  fewer 
divorces;  more  guardianship,  less  neglect  of 
children;  more  temperance,  less  drunken- 
ness, more  chastity,  less  debauchery — in  a 
word,  there  must  be  more  seeking  first  "the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteousness." 
This  is  not  merely  a  quotation  nor  a  trite 
platitude;  it  is  the  restatement  of  an  eter- 
nal truth,  which  men  must  sooner  or  later 


accept  if  they  would  prevent  the  human 
race  from  further  degeneration.  The  time 
has  come  when  men's  hearts  must  be 
changed,  impossible  though  this  seems  to 
many.  Man  must  be  "  born  again,"  said 
Jesus  the  Christ,  whose  mission  on  earth 
was  "  to  give  light  to  them  that  sit  in  dark- 
ness and  in  the  shadow  of  death,  to  guide 
our  feet  in  the  way  of  peace." 
Brotherhood. 

Not  until  Freedom  triumphs,  and  a  just 
peace  comes  may  we  hope  for  "  good  will 
among  men."  When  a  soldier  sees  his 
"  buddy's  "  body  torn  and  mangled  beside 
him,  he  madly,  desperately  seeks  revenge. 
Multiply  that  soldier  by  millions  and  you 
.readily  see  how  hate  not  good  will  governs 
the  hearts  and  actions  of  mankind.  Thus 
war  makes  men  vicious  and  arouses  in  them 
brutal  instincts.  It  prompts  the  abroga- 
tion of  all  moral  obligations 

To-day  when  these  facts  are  so  strikingly 
manifest,  let  all  sincere  men  recognize  the 
evil  conditions  that  have  caused  wars,  and 
resolve  with  God's  help  to  banish  them  for- 
ever. There  must  come  a  victory  of  Right 
and  Freedom  over  Iniquity  and  Oppression; 
but  war  will  never  be  vanquished  until  men 
change  their  hearts  and  establish  new 
ideals.  Not  only  individuals,  but  nations 
must  say,  "  Come,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the 
mountain  of  the  Lord,  to  the  house  of  the 
God  of  Jacob;  and  he  will  teach  us  of  his 
ways,  and  we  WILL  WALK  IN  HIS 
PATHS," 

Critically,  dangerously  mankind  stands  at 
the  Crossroads.  When  the  present  confh'et 
is  ended,  will  the  children  of  men  continue/ 
along  the  old  highway  stretching  through 
the  centuries  and  leading  only  to  misery 
and  destruction ;  or  will  they  turn  into  the 
more  rugged  path  and  follow  Him  who 
said:  "  I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the 
life  ' '  ?  Most  sincerely  and  humbly  we 
declare  that  in  Jesus  Christ  and  Him  alone 
may  be  found  the  peace  and  salvation  of  the 
human  family. 
Greeting. 

To  soldiers  and  to  missionaries  in  their 
respective  fields  of  duty,  we  send  greetings 
and  earnest  prayers  that  God's  protecting 
care  and  divine  guidance  may  be  yours. 

To  our  fellow-countrymen  we  urge  that  in 
(Continued  on  page  192.) 
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Christmas;  in  1943  .. . 

By  ELDER  STEPHEN  L.  RICHARDS 

Of  the  Council  of  The  Twelve 


IN  the  year  of  our  Lord  nineteen  hundred 
forty-three  there  will  be  a  sorry  Christ- 
mas throughout  the  world.  Nearly  every- 
thing for  which  Christmas  stands  will  be 
lacking.  Peace  on  earth,  good  will,  charity, 
kindness,  and  brotherly  love  unfortunately 
do  not  to-day  characterize  human  relations. 

The  World's  Despair. 

To  further  rob  Christmas  of  its  wonted 
joy  there  will  be  misery  and  suffering  the 
like  of  which  has  seldom  been  known  on  the 
earth  before.  On  the  festive  day  it  is  likely 
that  thousands  will  die  in  battle  and  from 
wounds  sustained  in  the  conflict.  More 
thousands  will  perish  from  starvation, 
disease  and  other  maltreatment.  Other 
thousands  will  be  interned  in  concentration 
camps  and  subjected  to  physical  and  mental 
torture  almost  beyond  human  endur- 
ance. There  will  be  scarcely  a  home, 
thoughout  the  whole  world  we  call  civilized, 
which  either  in  apprehension  or  actuality 
will  not  be  deprived  of  the  companionship 
of  loved  ones.  All  this,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  disruption  of  our  normal  life  and  sacri- 
fices thereby  entailed,  and  the  unfathom- 
able changes  constantly  taking  place  in  our 
political,  economic  and  moral  institutions, 
with  all  the  misgivings  and  perturbation 
they  inspire,  cannot  do  other  than  bring  on 
a  state  of  fear  and,  altogther  too  frequently, 
one  of  downright  despondency  in  the  hearts 
of  men. 

I  feel  sure  that  the  Christian  world  can- 
not safely  count  on  the  jollity  and  festivity 
of  the  Christmas  season,  to  shake  off  the 
gloom  and  foreboding  that  must  overshadow 
thoughtful  people  everywhere.  It  is  true, 
of  course,  that  the  children  who  are  not  able 
to  realize  the  gravity  of  affairs  should  not 
be  made  to  suffer  deprivations  unnecessarily 
and  beyond  their  capacity  to  understand  but 
on  the  whole  merry  making  this  season 
must  be  but  brief  intoxication  against  the 
stern  realities  confronting  us. 


The  way  out. 

I  see  but  one  way  out  of  this  dismal 
situation — one  way  only  to  make  this  Christ- 
mas of  1943  a  great  and  memorable  Christ- 
mas, worthy  of  the  high  ideals  and  concepts 
which  this  greatest  of  all  anniversaries  con- 
notes and  commemorates.  It  could  be 
made  a  happy  Christmas  too,  I  am  sure,  in 
spite  of  all  deterrents,  if  only  all  who  cele- 
brate the  Christmas  would  adopt  this  one 
and  only  way  to  do  it,  namely,  to  renew 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  whose  mortal 
birthday  we  commemorate  and  re-dedicate 
themselves  to  the  establishment  of  His 
kingdom  in  the  earth. 
Why  delay? 

There  will  never  be  a  better  day  or  time 
to  do  this  than  this  Christmas.  Men  have 
never  been  better  able  to  look  back  over  the 
experiences  of  the  race  than  they  are  at  pre- 
sent. History  has  never  unfolded  itself 
more  completely  than  now.  The  weak- 
nesses and  mistakes  of  the  human  family 
have  never  been  more  apparent.  The 
fallacy  of  unsound  experiments  in  human 
government  has  never  been  more  adequately 
demonstrated.  When  will  there  ever  come 
a  better  time  to  turn  from  erroneous  and 
unprofitable  ways  to  the  ways  of  truth  and 
light,  the  way  He  taught  and  lived? 
One  thing  war  cannot  kill. 

War  may  rob  God's  children  of  nearly 
everything  they  prize :  home,  comforts, 
possessions,  life,  and  even  liberty  itself  for 
a  season  at  least,  but  there  is  one  thing 
that  no  mortal  enemy  can  take  away  from 
a  man,  a  woman  or  a  child  and  that  is 
faith.  It  is  true  faith  may  be  difficult  to 
maintain  in  such  adverse  circumstances  but 
in  the  providence  of  God  man  is  so  consti- 
tuted that  the  spiritual  part  of  him  has 
supremacy  over  the  physical  and  that  when 
once  his  spirit  is  convinced  of  the  truth,  a 
divine  faith  which  becomes  his  investiture 
can  never  be  disturbed  whatever  may  be  the 
torments  of  the  flesh. 
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Hope  and  security. 

What  a  boon  to  men  individually  and  to 
the  whole  world  such  faith  is  to-day  !  If 
every  man  possessed  it  he  would  know  that 
God  is  his  Father  and  the  Father  of  the 
whole  human  race.  He  would  know  that 
the  destiny  of  the  world  is  in  the  Lord's 
hands,  and  that  while  He  permits  men  to 
reap  the  just  results  of  their  sins,  their 
indifference,  their  self-sufficiency  and  arro- 
gant assumption,  to  teach  them  the  great 
lessons  and  plan  of  life,  yet  it  is  in  the  mind 
and  heart  of  this  all-wise,  all-powerful,  lov- 
ing Parent  to  save  His  sons  and  daughter.;,, 
not  only  from  their  own  follies  and  indiscre- 
tions and  waywardness,  but  also  from  the 
wiles  of  the  adversary  of  life  and  truth  who 
prompts  them  in  their  foolishness.  They 
would  know,  too,  that  God  will  not  permit 
liberty  to  be  taken  from  the  earth  because 
liberty  is  the  law  of  life  and  free  agency  the 
rule  of  action.  Salvation  and  the  exalta- 
tion of  heaven  cannot  come  to  slaves  and 
puppets.  Bondage  contravenes  the  law  of 
development  and  eternal  progression  just  as 
do  ignorance  and  error.  It  is  certain  men 
of  faith  would  know  also  that  brotherhood 
and  love  and  kindness  constitute  the  or- 
dained order  of  human  association  and  thai; 
in  the  end  this  order  will  be  established  in 
the  human  family. 
No  fraternity  without  paternity. 

Such  an  order,  however,  cannot  be  im- 
planted in  the  understanding  and  hearts  of 
men  without  the  concept  of  the  Fatherhood 
of  God.  Many  efforts  have  been  made  to 
establish  fraternity  without  paternity  but  in 
the  main  they  have  been  futile.  Not  until 
there  is  widespread  acceptance  of  the  truth 
that  the  spirits  of  men  are  the  literal 
children  of  a  universal  Father  will  the  true 
characteristics  of  family  relationship  be- 
come apparent.  It  takes  but  a  moment's 
reflection  to  project  the  consequences  of 
such  a  truth  upon  the  ideology  and  the  re- 
lationships of  men  and  nations.  No  man 
in  his  right  mind  can  have  enmity  for  his 
own  brother,  much  less  kill  him. 
Practicality  of  brotherhood. 

Many  people  contend  that  the  concept  of 
universal  brotherhood  is  ethereal  and 
wholly  impractical.  There  are  at  least  two 
answers  to  such  a  contention,  first,  that 
wherever  such  doctrine  has  been  applied  it 


works,  and  second,  that  no  other  principle 
of  human  relationship  has  ever  been 
demonstrated  to  be  satisfactory.  To  sub- 
stantiate these  statements  let  us  point  to 
fraternal  associations  and  organizations  in 
the  professional  and  business  world  which  in 
their  coverage  have  been  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  world-wide.  Will  anyone  contend 
that  these  clubs  and  societies  have  not 
made  great  contributions  to  mutual  under- 
standing and  consideration  and  good  will 
among  men  and  countries?  It  is  worthy 
of  note,  too,  that  wherever  such  institutions 
have  succeeded  in  allaying  prejudice,  in- 
tolerance and  enmity  they  have  done  so  in 
the  application  of  the  friendly,  good  neigh- 
bour policies  laid  down  by  the  Saviour  of 
the  world.  These  fraternities  do  not  pur- 
port to  be  religious  institutions  but  what- 
ever success  they  have  attained  has  been 
directly  attributable  to  the  application  of 
religious  principles. 

Other  methods  have  failed.  The  so- 
called  balance  of  power  theory  of  inter- 
national relationships,  formulated  as  it  is, 
not  on  considerations  of  altruism  and  the 
good  of  others,  but  on  a  fine  adjustment  of 
the  forces  of  military  strength  and  economic 
might  and  weakness,  has  surely  brought 
nothing   but   frustration   and  ruin.  Im- 

perialistic design  and  endeavour  have  served 
only  to  enrage  and  inflame  the  hearts  of 
men  and  fill  them  with  cupidity  and  hatred. 
Claims  of  national  or  race  superiority,  all 
forms  of  social  castes  and  the  "  isms  "  that 
subordinate  the  integrity  and  the  liberty  of 
man  and  deprive  him  of  his  God-given  free 
estate,  are  and  were  from  their  very  incep- 
tion doomed  to  failure  and  ultimate  oblivion 
because  they  are  not  founded  upon  the  true 
relationship  of  man  to  God  and  man  to  his 
brother. 
Something  vital  lacking. 

It  is  regrettable  to  note  that  the  brother- 
hood of  man  has  not  always  been  promoted 
so  effectively  by  religious  groups  as  by 
secular  organizations.  This  observation 
which  I  believe  will  generally  be  conceded 
to  be  true  must  give  all  of  us  some  occasion 
for  thought.  Why  is  it  that  religious 
organizations  professedly  devoted  to  pro- 
moting the  Christian  doctrines  of  peace, 
good  will,  and  brotherhood  have  not  been 
more  successful  in  the  attainment  of  their 
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avowed  objectives?  Can  it  be  that  their 
intolerance  of  each  other  and  their  evident 
antagonism  have  belied  their  protestations 
and  teachings,  or  can  it  be  that  something 
vital  has  been  lacking  in  Christian  educa- 
tion in  and  out  of  churches  in  the  omission 
of  which  this  indispensable  faith  of  which 
I  speak  has  not  carried  over  into  life  and 
relationships?  I  shall  not  answer  these 
queries  but  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  asserting 
that  the  faith  which  is  essential  and 
adequate  to  sustain  us  in  these  days  of  trial, 
the  only  faith  that  will  rob  the  coming 
Christmas  of  its  pessimism  and  its  gloom 
is  a  sincere  and  honest  conviction  that  God 
lives,  that  He  is  our  eternal  Father,  that 
He  sent  his  only  begotten  Son,  our  elder 
brother  in  the  flesh,  to  be  the  Saviour  and 
Redeemer  of  the  world  and  that  all  mankind 
are  brothers  in  the  family  of  the  Lord  and 
that  God  will  never  forsake  His  children. 
Acceptance  of  the  Saviour  for  what  He  is. 

At  Christmas  time  we  will  remember 
particularly  the  birth  of  the  Saviour.  Many 
thousands  throughout  Christendom  will 
accept  literally  the  account  of  that  most 
momentous  event  in  the  history  of  the 
world,  Many  other  thousands,  also  pro- 
fessing to  be  Christians,  will  invest  this 
strange  story  of  holy  writ  with  figurative- 
ness  and  metaphor  and  accept  the  Christ  *s 
Great  Teacher  but  deny  His  divinity. 
These  are  they  who  worship  at  the  shrine 
of  His  attributes  but  deny  the  sovereignty 
of  the  King.  I  regret  that  this  is  so  because 
I  have  assurance  uhat  such  a  concept  does 
not  furnish  adequate  foundation  for  the 
faith  which  is  essential  to  give  comfort  and 
hope  in  these  dark  days.  Only  when  men 
come  to  recognize  the  Saviour  for  what  He 
really  is,  the  God  of  this  earth,  the  Head  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God  in  the  world,  the  Law- 
giver, the  supreme  Arbiter  of  right  and 
wrong  and  the  only  name  in  which  and 
through  which  mankind  may  attain  exalta- 
tion in  the  life  hereafter,  will  they  have  the 
knowledge  and  support  which  are  essential. 
Faith  in  a  materialistic  world. 

In  a  materialistic  world  it  is  sometimes 
difficult  to  secure  faith  of  this  order.  In 
reality  it  is  not  so  difficult  as  it  seems. 
After  all  the  basis  of  such  faith  is 'humility 
— not  servility — just  a  humble  attitude  that 
recognizes  the  insufficiency  of  man  to  rule 


the  universe  without  the  aid  of  God  who 
created  it.  Some  think  that  this  involves 
a  complete  reconciliation  of  all  the  findings 
of  science  with  the  Bible  and  spiritual  doc- 
trines taught  by  the  churches,  and  that 
faith  may  not  be  had  without  the  abandon- 
ment of  certain  conclusions  which  seem  so 
reasonable  and  self  evident  to  the  secular 
mind.  I  think  this  is  a  mistake,  un- 
necessarily deterring  many  people  from  an 
earnest  attempt  to  secure  faith.  I  look 
upon  the  realm  of  the  spirit  as  being  quite 
distinct  from  the  domain  of  science.  While 
the  objective  of  both  is  to  develop  truth, 
yet  the  methods  employed  seem  very 
different.  The  scientist  reaches  his  con- 
clusions after  experimentation  and  research. 
Open-rnindedly  he  seeks  to  unfold  the 
secrets  of  the  universe,  always  willing  to 
lay  aside  a  preconceived  hypothesis  if  the 
demonstration  constrains  him  so  to  do.  He 
readily  concedes  that  the  findings  of  to-day 
may  be  upset  by  those  of  to-morrow.  While 
ultimate  truth  may  be  his  objective,  he 
never  knows  when  it  may  come. 

On  the  other  hand  the  true  religionist,  in 
matters  of  the  spirit,  is  presented  with 
ultimate  truth — that  is,  truth  about  God 
and  Christ  and  man's  relationship  to  deity 
and  exaltation.  These  truths  of  spiritual 
essence  are  not  in  the  field  of  science  and 
not  demonstrable  by  the  scientific  methods. 
A  man  either  accepts  them  by  his  spiritual 
apprehension  or  he  does  not  accept  them  at 
all.  The  scientist  who  has  never  subjected 
himself  to  the  methods  essential  to  obtain  a 
conviction  of  spiritual  reality  is  not  a 
proper  judge  of  spiritual  essence  any  more 
than  a  religionist  who  has  had  no  scientific 
training  would  be  in  his  appraisal  of  the 
values   of   scientific   research.  In   these 

respects  the  methods  seem  different. 

In  some  respects  they  are  very  much 
alike.  The  true  scientist  is  a  humble  man, 
never  arrogating  to  himself  any  superiority 
which  would  preclude  the  ready  acceptance 
of  newly  developed  facts.  He  investigates, 
demonstrates,  and  accepts.  It  is  so  with 
the  humble  searcher  after  spiritual  truth. 
He  too  can  investigate,  demonstrate,  and 
accept  if  he  consciously  makes  the  approach 
through  the  spiritual  senses,  as  the  scientist 
does  through  the  physical  senses.  Why 
(Continued  on  page  191.) 
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SACRAMENT    GEM. 

For  us  the  blood  of  Christ  was  shed, 
For  us  on  Calvary's  cross  He  bled; 
And  thus  dispelled  the  awful  gloom, 
That  else  were  this  creation's  doom. 

GOSPEL    DOCTRINE. 

"  Seek  ye  diligently  and  teach  one  another  words   of  wisdom;    yea,    seek   ye   out   of   the 
best  books  words  of  wisdom  :  seek  learning,  even  by  study,   and  also  bv  faith." 

— Doctrine  and  Covenants,   section  88,   verse   118. 

GOSPEL    MESSAGE. 

"  He  that  believeth,   and  is  baptized   shall  be   saved;   but   he   that   believeth   not   shall   be 
damned." — Mark,  chapter  16,  verse  16. 

SENIORS. 

"  Far  as  the  body  without  the  spirit  is  dead,  so  faith  without  works  is  dead  also." 

— James,  chapter  2,  verse  26. 

JUNIORS. 

"  Be  ye  kind  one  to  another,  tenderhearted,  forgiving  one  another,  even  as  God  for  Christ's 
sake  hath  forgiven  you." — Ephesians,  chapter  4,  verse  32. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

"  Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain." 

— Exodus,  chapter  20,  verse  7. 

PRIMARY. 

The  shepherds  and  the  wise  men 
Were  guided  by  its  light, 
To  where  the  baby  Jesus  lay 
On  that  first  Christmas  night. 

KINDERGARTEN. 

Better  than  all  the  Christmas  gifts 
Any  of  us  can  know, 
Is  the  gift  of  Jesus  to  the  world 
Many,  many  years  ago. 
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THE    PROPHET    OF    THE 
NINETEENTH     CENTURY 


By  EZRA   L.  MARLER 


ONE  hundred  thirty-eight  years  ago  on 
the  23rd  of  this  month  there  came  to 
a  humble  farm  home  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont a  tiny  baby  boy.  The  conditions 
surrounding  his  birth  were  better  than  those 
of  the  Child  of  Bethlehem,  who  first  opened 
His  eyes  in  a  hired  stable,  but  were  quite 
similar  to  those  of  many  other  American 
boys  born  of  poor  but  princely  parentage. 

Financial  reverses  followed  the  family 
through  the  childhood  and  youth  of  the  boy, 
but  were  no  deterrent  to  the  dramatic  career 
that  was  chartered  for  him.  His  life  story 
is  such  as  to  stir  the  emotions  and  heighten 
the  ideals  of  all  who  will  read  it.  His 

accomplishment  shines  as  a  beacon,  beckon- 
ing others  on  to  suuccess  where  success 
seems  impossible. 

It  is  true  the  roll  he  played  was  not  the 
roll  assigned  to  all  of  us  alike.  He  had 
his  particular  nitch  to  fill  as  the  Man  of 
Galilee  had  His;  Moses  had  his;  Washing- 
ton, his;  and  each  of  us,  our  own.  All  that 
is  required  of  any  of  us  is  that  we  play  the 
part  assigned  to  us  with  full  devotion  and 
zeal  as  did  this  youth  of  Vermont. 

Joseph  Smith's  introduction  to  the  world 
came  with  his  announcement  of  the  most 
wonderous  experience  that  has  come  to 
mortal  man.  He  was  not  yet  fifteen  years 
of  age  when  he  declared  that  he  had  been 
visited  by  both  God  the  Father  and  Jesus 
Christ  His  Son.  Standing  before  the  youth 
in  the  sacred  grove  the  One  introduced  the 
Other,  saying,  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son, 
hear  Him  !  '  Then  was  given  to  the  boy 
the  answer  to  the  question  which  had 
prompted  his  prayer  and  brought  about  the 
divine  visit. 

Joseph's- announcement  that  he  had  seen 
both  the  Father  and  the  Son,  that  They  had 
spoken  to  him,  and  from  Them  he  had 
learned  that  of  all  the  churches  then  on  the 
earth  not  one  was  recognized  by  God  as  His 
— such  a  claim  was  popularly  received  as 
brazen  assumption,  sin  and  blasphemy. 
But  after  five  score  years  the  declaration 


still  stands.  It  has  never  been  changed 
or  qualified;  has  never  been  successfully 
refuted,  and  has  grown  stronger  with  the 
passing  years. 

Three  and  a  half  years  passed,  then  came 
another  visitation.  An  angel  from  heaven 
visited  this  young  man  and  during  a  full 
night's  communion  made  some  startling 
announcements.  Among  them  is  a  predic- 
tion that  challenges  the  unbeliever  for  ex- 
planation. Joseph  Smith  was  then  not  yet 
eighteen  years  of  age.  He  was  reared  in 
humble  environment  in  the  backwoods  of 
New  York,  with  very  meager  schooling  in 
only  the  lower  grades,  and  was  known  only 
to  the  few  people  of  his  own  small  com- 
munity. Yet  he  asserted  that  his  heavenly 
visitant  told  him  that  his  name  "  should  be 
had  for  good  and  evil  among  all  nations  .  .  . 
that  it  should  be  both  good  and  evil  spoken 
of  among  all  people."  Let  the  reader  con- 
template the  seeming  absurdity  of  such  a 
statement;  but  let  him  also  judge  for  him- 
self of  its  fulfilment. 

Many  of  the  doctrines  taught  by  Joseph 
Smith  are  common  to  the  teachings  of  the 
Christian  churches  of  the  day.  Much  that 
was  taught  by  him,  however,  and  is  incor- 
porated in  the  faith  and  practice  of  the 
Church  he  organized  is  more  or  less  unique 
in  the  field  of  modern  religious  thought. 
Some  is  not  so  distinctive  now  as  when 
declared  by  him  a  hundred  years  ago.  Let 
us  cite  just  a  few  of  such  teachings : 

God  is  a  personal  being;   in  body   and 
figure,  like  a  man  (an  exalted  man,  which 
He  is).       The  three  members  of  the  God- 
head  are   separate   and  distinct  from  each 
other,  as  one  man  is  distinct  from  another. 

Man  has  no  right  to  act  in  the  name  of 
God  or  perform  any  Gospel  ordinances  with- 
out first  being  divinely  called  and  com- 
missioned to  do  so — without  Priesthood 
authority  Gospel  ordinances  are  invalid  and 
without  divine  recognition. 

The  body  and  spirit  constitute  the  soul 
of  man.      The  spirit  of  man  is  the  begotten 


December,  1943. 


OUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 


191 


child  of  God  and  lived  with  Him  in  the 
spirit  world  as  an  intelligent  entity  before 
the  earth  was  made. 

All  spirit  is  matter,  but  it  is  more  fine  or 
pure  and  can  only  be  discerned  by  purer 
eyes. 

Of  all  that  God  gives  to  man,  one-tenth 
should  be  given  back  to  His  Church  as  a 
tithe. 

The  "  Word  of  Wisdom  "  (the  Lord's 
Law  of  Health)  given  by  revelation  pre- 
scribes a  way  of  life  with  divine  promise 
of  rewards — physical,  spiritual  and  in- 
tellectual. 

There  will  be  eternal  progress  for  all  of 
God's  children  who  will  conform  to  His 
law. 

The  Church  of  to-day  should  be  organized 
as  it  was  following  Christ's  earthly  ministry 
and  should  have  the  same  gifts  and  bless- 
ings, including  apostles  and  prophets  and 
continued  revelation  from  God. 

The  entire  human  race  must  have  the 
privilege  of  receiving  or  rejecting  the  Plan 
of  Salvation  wrought  out  for  man.  Those 
who  have  not  had  the  opportunity  in  mor- 
tality will  be  granted  that  privilege  in  the 
spirit  world. 

Water  baptism  is  for  forgiveness  of  sin 
and  entrance  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  It 
is,  therefore,  essential  to  salvation.  Man 
can  accept  the  Gospel  when  presented  to 
him  in  the  spirit  world,  but  he  cannot  there 
be  baptized.  The  living  may  be  baptized 
by  proxy  for  the  dead  and  may  do  other 
sealing  ordinances  for  them. 

The  Lord  has  designed  that  certain  ordi- 
nances and  sealings  for  the  living  and  the 
dead  shall  be  done  in  temples  built  and 
dedicated  for  the  purpose.  Therefore,  the 
followers  of  Joseph  Smith  are  a  temple 
building  people. 

Marriage  was  designed  as  an  eternal  pact. 
When  properly  performed  by  divine  autho- 
rity it  carries  over  into  the  life  beyond. 
Marriage  is  made  sacred  as  being  eternally 
a  part  of  God's  eternal  plan. 

The  earth  will  be  renewed  and  receive  its 
paradisiacal  glory.  The  wicked  will  be 
destroyed  and  Christ  will  reign  personally 
upon  the  earth  for  a  thousand  years  with 
the  righteous.  The  earth  will  then  pass 
through  another  change;  be  celestialized 
and  become  the  eternal  abode  of  those 
worthy  of  celestial  glory. 


The  above  are  some  of  the  more  or  less 
distinctive  teachings  of  this  great  Prophet 
of  the  nineteenth  century  whose  memory  is 
cherished  by  hundreds  of  thousands  and 
whose  birthday  is  soon  to  be  celebrated. 
Whence  came  his  super-wisdom  and  his 
great  power  to  achieve? 

For  a  century  and  more  the  learned  and 
the  unlearned  of  the  world  have  been  in- 
terested in  the  life  and  work  of  Joseph 
Smith,  the  Mormon  Prophet.  Thoughtful 
ones  numbering  many  thousands  have 
wrestled  with  the  problems  arising  from  the 
doctrines  he  proclaimed  and  the  things  he 
accomplished.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
his  followers  have  been  unanimous  in  the 
explanation  of  the  phenomenon  of  his  life — 
that  he  was  chosen  by  God  and  schooled  by 
Him  for  the  divine  mission  of  refounding 
the  Kindom  of  God  upon  the  earth.  No 
other  explanation  of  Joseph  Smith  and  the 
challenging  enigma  that  he  presents  has  yet 
been  found. 

Christmas  in  1943 From  page  188. 

should  any  man  deny  the  verity  of  spiritual 
experiences  because  he  himself  has  never 
had  any?  If  he  is  truly  scientific  he  will 
be  .constrained  to  say,  "  I  have  never  had 
such  manifestations.  I  do  not  know  what 
they  are,  but  I  have  no  knowledge  which 
justifies  me  in  asserting  either  that  no  such 
experiences  are  possible  or  that  others  have 
not  had  them." 

So  all  that  the  man  of  faith  can  say  to 
his  brother  who  has  not  that  gift  is,  "  If  you 
think  the  gift  desirable,  try  in  the  right  way 
to  secure  it  and  you  will  receive  it.  Be 
humble.  Prayer  is  the  approach.  Life 
is  the  laboratory.  Good  works  are  the 

experiments.       Testimony  is  the  result." 
A  Christmas  gift. 

I  can  think  of  no  gift  for  my  fellowmen 
on  Christmas  so  desirable  as  this  precious 
gift  of  faith.  If  I  could,  I  would  give  it 
to  every  man,  woman,  and  child.  But  I 
cannot  give  it.  No  one  has  the  power  to 
bestow  it  upon  another.  Each  must  obtain 
it  for  himself.  All  I  can  do  is  to  give 
assurance  that  every  man  who  seeks  for  it 
and  nurtures  it  and  employs  it  in  the 
philosophy  of  his  life  will  be  comforted, 
sustained  in  hours  of  trial,  and  stimulated 
by  an  unfailing  hope  that  will  bring  purpose 
out  of  chaos  and  joy  everlasting. 
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CHRISTMAS 


by  WM.   H.    REEDER,   Jr. 


P\  ICKENS  said,  "  I  will  honour  Christ- 
■^  mas  in  my  heart,  and  try  to  keep  it 
all  the  year."  A  good  conscience  is  a  con- 
tinual Christmas,"  were  the  words  of  the 
wise  Franklin. 

Truly,  Christmas  is  not  a  festive  day  for 
celebration  only.  It  is  a  special  com- 
memoration of  the  birth  and  life  of  its 
founder,  who  should  be  in  our  hearts 
always,  one  day  as  well  as  another.  He 
lived  and  died  for  us,  that  life  might  be 
rich  and  crowned  with  glory. 

The  greatest  gift  of  Cod  to  His  children 
was  the  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  who  spent  a 
brief  period  here  on  earth  to  show  us  the 
wTay  of  life,  and  how  to  return  to  our 
Father.  "  For  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  he  gave  His  only  begotten  son,  that 
whosoever    believeth    in    him    should    not 


perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."  (John 
3  :  16.)  That  love  is  universal,  precedes  all 
time  and  will  endure  through  all  eternity. 
It  is  ours  if  we  but  accept  it.  What  a 
magnificent  gift ! 

Christmas,  then,  is  a  day  of  meditation 
upon  the  meaning  and  purpose  of  this  great 
gift,  of  dedication  of  our  lives  to  our  own 
salvation  and  the  salvation  of  others.  Let 
us  resolve  to  go  about  doing  good  to  all  men 
and  thus  do  most  for  ourselves. 

On  this  Christmas  day  let  us  open  the 
gates  of  our  hearts  and  admit  Christ  and 
his  teachings,  that  living  with  Him,  we  may 
love  our  fellow  men  and  exalt  ourselves; 
and  dying  with  Him,  we  may  be  glorified 
with  our  Father  in  Heaven.  "  Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace, 
good  will  toward  men. " 


Christmas  Greetings  from  the  First  Presidency. 

— From  page  185. 
these   perilous   days  we   pray   unitedly   and 
strive    earnestly    and    watchfully    for    the 
preservation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  land, 
and  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  free  govern- 
ment for  which  our  country  stands.     Aptly 
may  we  re-echo  the  words.  .  . 
"  Humanity  with  all  its  fears, 
With  all  the  hopes  of  the  future  years 
Is  hanging  breathless  on  thy  fate." 
To  noble  men  and  women  who  sacrifice 
and  fight  for  the  divine  gift  of  Freedom  and 
the  right  of  self-government,  we  pray  that 
God  will  give  increased  strength  and  a  just 
victory. 

To  the  loyal  Saints  in  Great  Britain,  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  in  Asia,  South 
Africa,  in  the  Islands  and  Commonwealths 
of  the  Pacific,  and  to  the  intrepid  officers 
who  preside  over  these  various  Missions,  we 
extend  felicitations  and  high  commendation. 
Your  faithfulness  under  stress  and  trial  is 
an  inspiration  to  your  fellow -members  in  all 
lands.       May   a  kind   and  watchful  Provi- 


dence richly  reward  you  and  give  to  you 
and  your  loved  ones  consolation  and  peace. 

To  members  of  the  Church  everywhere  we 
send  with  this  Greeting  our  confidence, 
gratitude,  and  love.  Your  ready  response 
to  duty,  your  gratuitous  contributions  of 
time,  ability,  and  means  have  given  tc  the 
Church  an  efficiency,  influence,  and  power 
to  advance  the  work  of  the  Lord  never 
before  achieved.  May  power  from  on  High 
be  given  you  to  live  in  accordance  with  the 
teachings  and  principles  of  the  Restored 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  thereby  you 
may  hasten  the  coming  of  that  blessed  day 
when  men  and  women  in  greater  numbers 
the  world  over  will  join  the  Heavenly  Hosts 
in  saying:  "  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest, 
and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men." 

We  wish  to  all  of  you  a  blessed  and 
hallowed  Christmas ! 

HEBER  J.  GRANT, 

J.  REUBEN  CLARK,  Jr., 

DAVID  O.  McKAY, 

The  First  Presidency. 
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President  and  Sister  E.  E.  Folland  had  a 
successful  trip  through  the  Mission  during 
November  and  the  first  part  of  December. 
Conferences  were  held  in  Port  Elizabeth  on 
the  14th  and  at  Durban  on  the  21st  of 
November.  The  Transvaal  Conference  was 
held  on  the  5th  of  December  at  "  Eamah." 
During  the  stop-over  at  Bloemfontein  the 
pictures  "  The  King  of  Kings,"  "  Historical 
Highlights  of  Mormonism  "  and  "  In  the 
Tops  of  the  Mountains  "  were  shown  to  a 
few  friends  at  the  home  of  Bro.  and  Sister 
C.  B.  Spear. 

President  and  Sister  Folland  were  kept 
exceptionally  busy  while  in  the  Transvaal ; 
the  District  Presidency  arranged  the  follow- 
ing meetings  :  Sunday  morning,  the  28th  of 
November  at  Pretoria,  the  same  evening  at 
Springs;  at  the  "  Liahona  "  Branch  on  the 
evening  of  Wednesday,  the  1st  of  December, 
and  at  the  North-Western  Branch  on 
Thursday  evening,  the  2nd.  All  these 
meetings  were  well  attended  and  indicated 
a  splendid  spirit  of  unity  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Mission. 

The  Durban  Sunday  School  held  their 
"  Christmas  Party  "  on  the  evening  of  the 
20th  of  November  in  honour  of  President 
and  Sister  Folland.  The  social  was  a  huge 
success.  Sister  H.  Moore  arranged  the  pro- 
gramme. Brother  Lawrence  Kelly  on  the 
accordion,  accompanied  by  his  mother,  both 
of  the  "  Eamah  "  Branch,  played  for  the 
dancing. 

The  "  Eamah  "  Mutuals  gave  a  very  fine 
party  and  social,  honouring  President  and 
Sister  Folland,  on  Tuesday  evening,  the 
30th  of  November.  Everyone  had  an 
enjoyable  time.  The  feature  of  this  enter- 
tainment was  the  singing  and  dancing  of 
three  Transvaal  Mormon  child  stars ;  Jean 
Sutherland,  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister 


Ken  Sutherland;  Muriel  Schubach,  daugh- 
ter of  Brother  and  Sister  Jacob  Schubach ; 
and  Nola  Matthews,  daughter  of  Brother 
and  Sister  John  Matthews.  All  three  are 
very  talented  young  ladies. 

Well,  it  seems  that  the  women  always 
have  their  way — Brother  John  Trotskie  has 
moved  to  Springs.  Good  work,  Nola.  The 
"Eamah"  Mutual  officers  presented  Johnnie 
a  farewell  gift  upon  his  release,  from  the 
Y. M.M.I. A.  presidency.  Brother  John  has 
also  been  released  from  the  "  Liahona 
Branch  presidency.  Springs  Branch  should 
greatly  benefit  by  his  presence. 

Port  Elizabeth's  Branch  President, 
Brother  Eobert  J.  Doller,  was  taken  back 
to  the  hospital  for  another  operation,  just  a 
few  days  after  their  conference.  We  all 
earnestly  join  in  prayers  for  his  rapid  and 
complete  recovery. 

The  P.E,  Belief  Society  held  a  very 
successful  dance  in  aid  of  Medical  Aid  for 
Eussia  on  the  30th  of  October.  Sister 
Queenie  Everton  as  president  directed  the 
affair. 

Our  congratulations  to  Brother  Wentzel 
Everton,  of  Port  Elizabeth  but  stationed  in 
Cape  Town,  on  his  engagement  to  Miss 
Beatrix  W.  Oenis.  Wentzel  is  the  son  of 
Brother  and  Sister  J.  H.  Everton. 

Brother  Otto  Doller,  of  P.E.,  was  given 
a  job  on  Bird  Island,  which  kept  him  from 
his  wife  and  family  for  about  a  month. 

Our  sincere  congratulations  and  very  best 
wishes  to  Sister  Maud  C.  Smith,  daughter 
of  Brother  and  Sister  C.  A.  Smith,  of 
Briardene,  on  the  occasion  of  her  marriage 
to  Mr.  (Sergeant)  John  du  Preez,  of 
Messina.  This  young  couple  was  married 
on  the  27th  of  October. 

Brother  Lance  Jubber,  formerly  of  the 
"  Eamah  "  Branch,  made  a  short  surprise 
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visit  to  his  mother,  sister  and  brother  in 
East  London  early  in  October.  Lance  has 
been  up-north  for  more  than  two  years. 

Sister  Stella  Jubber,  of  East  London, 
spent  her  vacation  in  Cape  Town  during 
November. 

Sisters  H.  M.  McCathie  and  Elsie 
Nielsen,  of  Pietermaritzburg,  visited  Dur- 
ban for  Conference.  Their  visit  was 
made  possible  by  the  kindness  of  Sister 
McCathie 's  son  AJec. 

Brother  (Lieut.)  Sam  J.  Kayner,  now 
stationed  at  Bloemfontein,  spent  his  leave 
visiting  his  wife  and  family  at  Cape  Town, 
during  November.  , 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  Sister  Vera 
Gray,  of  Cape  Town,  has,  after  many 
months  of  suffering,  now  recovered.  Her 
voice  has  also  returned. 

"  Cumorah's  "  Primary  Birthday  party, 
held  on  the  12th  of  November,  was  a  very 
brilliant  and  successful  affair. 

"  Cumorah  "  received  the  interesting 
announcement  of  the  birth  of  "  Wendy  Ann 
Whitaker."  The  father  of  this  child  is  our 
former  missionary,  Elder  Scott  Whitaker. 

Brother  E.  E.  Seeman  has  now  been 
appointed  to  the  staff  of  "  Wings,"  and 
will  be  stationed  in  Johannesburg.  Brother 
Seeman  spent  a  short  leave  visiting  his  wife 
and  child  at  Bethel,  prior  to  taking  up  his 
new  duties.  We  wish  you  every  success 
in  your  new  appointment. 

Sister  J.  M.  Escojedo,  of  Johannesburg, 
has  been  very  ill,  but  we  are  pleased  to 
report,  is  now  recovering. 

Sister  Lulu  Rutledge  (nee  Hayden),  of 
Johannesburg,  is  progressing  favourably 
after  her  recent  operation. 

Sister  Kelly  and  sons,  Peter  and 
Lawrence,  spent  a  few  days  vacationing  at 
Parys.  Later  in  the  month  Sister  Kelly 
and  son  Lawrence  visited  Durban.  The 
Kelly  family  are  members  of  the  "Ramah" 
Branch. 

The  "  Ramah  "  Relief  Society  held  a 
very  successful  dance  on  the  29th  of 
October.  .  This  live  organization  held  a 
"  Sale  of  Work  "  on  December  1st  to 
augment  their  funds. 

Former  District  President  J.  Goulden 
Evans  was  taken  desperately  ill  while  work- 
ing at  the  mine  in  Pofadder.  Sister  Evans 
rushed  him  to  the  hospital  at  Nababeep, 
some  120  miles  distant,  where  he  was  given 


excellent  attention.  We  are  pleased  to 
learn  that  he  is  progressing  favourably. 
Brother  and  Sister  Evans  returned  to  their 
home  in  Johannesburg  in  time  to  attend 
Conference. 

Pretoria  Branch  Sunday  School  was  re- 
organized on  the  7th  of  November.  Brother 
George  Kehl  was  sustained  as  Superinten- 
dent with  Sister  J.  H.  Cowdrey  as  Coun- 
sellor and  Sister  Joyce  Kehl  as  Secre- 
tary. Sister  Cowdrey  and  Brother  Ronald 
Gardiner  were  appointed  as  teachers.  This 
reorganization  was  under  the  direction  of 
District  President  Norman  G.  Muir  and 
Branch  President  Carl  Kunitz. 

Sister  Toughey,  of  East  London,  visited 
her  daughter,  Sister  Tagg,  at  Pretoria  dur- 
ing November.  Pretoria  Branch  was  pleased 
to  see  her. 

The  infant  daughter  of  Brother  and  Mrs. 
Douglas  Phillips,  of  Springs,  is  now  doing 
well  after  her  painful  accident. 

Little  Beverley  Louw,  daughter  of 
Branch  President  and  Sister  I.  C.  Louw,  of 
Springs,  now  has  her  arm  out  of  its  cast 
and  seems  none  the  worse  off. 

Sister  Daphne  Vice,  of  Margate,  spent  a 
couple  of  weeks  visiting  her  sister  Vivian, 
at  Cape  Town,  prior  to  going  to  Johannes- 
burg to  take  up  her  new  occupation. 

Zion  in  South  Africa  continues  to  grow. 
We  congratulate  Brother  and  Sister 
"  Bernie  "  Hubert.  A  fine,  big  boy  was 
born  to  them  on  the  2nd  of  December  at  a 
Johannesburg  hospital. 

Brother  Norman  Halse,  of  Basutoland, 
has  been  in  Johannesburg  for  a  few  weeks 
undergoing  treatment.  We  are  pleased  that 
he  is  progressing  favourably. 

North-Western  Branch  (Transvaal  Dis- 
trict) President  William  H.  Brummer  has 
been  confined  to  his  home  for  a  long  time. 
He  was  well  enough  to  attend  Conference  at 

Ramah."  Continue  to  improve,  Brother 
William.  Brother  Andrew  Brummer  has 
done  a  very  fine  work  in  carrying  on. 

Congratulations  and  very  best  wishes  to 
Sister  Gloria  Matthews  and  Mr.  Ronald 
Taylor.  Gloria  is  the  daughter  of  Brother 
and  Sister  John  Matthews,  of  Johannes- 
burg.      This  young  couple  were  married  at 

Ramah  "  on  the  4th  of  December. 
District  President  Norman  G.  Muir  per- 
formed the  ceremony. 
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The  Savage  Agapanthus. 

A  suburban  family,  finding  the  notice  "  No 
Hawkers  "  ineffective,  replaced  it  with  the 
following:  "Beware  of  the  Agapanthus!  If 
attacked,  do  not  run  but  walk  slowly  back- 
wards." 

It  is  reported  to  be  100  per  cent,  efficient. 

□  □ 

Hastening  the   End. 

"  We'll  be  friends  to   the  end." 
"  Lend  me  two  pounds." 
"  That's  the  end." 

□  a 

Progress. 

Old  Chief  (to  tourist) :  My  name  is  Brave 
Eagle.  This  is  my  son,  Fighting  Hawk  .  .  . 
and  here  is  my  grandson,   Low  Wing  Bomber." 

Came  Hunting. 

Two    street   urchins    were   watching    a    barber 
singe  a  customer's  hair.    "  Gee,"  one  exclaimed, 
"  he's  huntin'  'em  with  a  light." 
q    b 

Time  Marches  On. 

"  If  this  lecture  has  gone  overtime,  it's 
because  I  didn't  bring  my  watch  and  the  hall 
clock  has  stopped  running."  , 

"  There's  a  calendar  in  back  of  you." 

□  a 

It  All  Depends  .  .  . 

Judge:   "Have  you  ever  been  up  before  me?" 
Defendant:   "  Dunno.     What  time  do  you  get 
up?  " 

a    a 

Both  Cot  Away. 

Angler:  "The  fish  I  caught  was  so  large  my 
friends  wouldn't  let  me  pull  it  aboard  for  fear 
of   swamping  the  boat." 

Another  Angler:  "I  quite  believe  you.  I 
once  had  a  similar  experience  on  the  Queen 
Marv." 

a    a 

Bright   Boy. 

Jimmy  .giggled  when  the  teacher  read  the 
story  of  a  man  who  swam  a  river  three  times 
before  breakfast. 

"  You  do  not  doubt  that  a  trained  swimmer 
could  do  that,  do  you,  Jimmy?  " 

"  No,  ma'am,  but  I  wonder  why  he  didn't 
make  it  four,  and  get  back  to  the  side  where 
his  clothes  were." 


Not  All  Work. 

"  Scientists    say    that    ants    are    the    hardest 
workers   in  the   world,    and  yet  the  little   imps 
have  time  to  attend  all  the  picnics." 
a    a 

Not  the  Best  Method. 

Farmer:  "  I  thought  you  said  you  were  going 
to  plough  that  ten-acre  field?  " 

Hired  man:  "Oh,  no.  I  just  said  I  was 
thinking  about  ploughing  it." 

Farmer  (grimly) :   "I  see.       You  were  merely 
turning  it  over  in  your  mind." 
a    a 

Undecided. 

"  But  you  cannot  withdraw  your  plea  of 
guilty  after  the  case  has  been  heard.  How  is 
it  you  wish  to  reverse  your  plea  now?  " 

"Well,   you   see,    judge,    dat   speech   ob   mah 
lawyer  done  'vinced  me  I'se  innocent." 
a    a 

Cagey  Fellow. 

"  I  want  to  know,"  said  the  grimfaced 
woman.  "  how  much  money  my  husband  drew 
out  of  the  bank  last  week." 

"  I      cannot      give     you      that      information, 
madam,"   answered  the  man  in  the  cage. 
"You're  the  paying  teller,  aren't  you?  " 
"  Yes,  but  I'm  not  the  telling  teller." 
a    a 

Kind   to    Dumb   Animals. 

It  was  cleaning  day  at  the  Zoo.  and  the 
animals  had  to  be  shifted  into  fresh  cages. 
Patrick  was  assisting  with  the  transfer  of  a 
hyena. 

"  Stiddy,  there,  lion,"  he  quavered. 

"  What's  the  idea,"  asked  an  attendant, 
"  calling  that  hyena  a  lion?  " 

"  Have  ye  no  tact?  Can't  ye  see  I'm  flatter- 
ing the  baste?  " 

ra    a 

Confidential. 

"  How   many   of   your   girl   friends   are   in   on 
our  little  secret?  " 
"Six,   all  told." 
"They  would!1' 

□    o 

Self  Made? 

We  suspect  that  those  men  most  given  to 
talking  loudly  about  "  rugged  individualism," 
usually  sneak  upstairs  in  their  stockinged  feet 
if  they  get  home  after  midnight. 


i  no 
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CHRIST     IS     BORN 


Christ  is  born,   the  joyful  story 

Spreads  frorhheaven  o'er  the  earth, 

Prince  of  Peace  and  Kiug  of  Glory 
On   Ene  earth  lias  mortal  birth. 

Christ  is  bom,  and  heaven  rejoices. 

do !    the   world,   redeemed  from  sin! 
Joyful  sing  angelic,  voi, 

Peace  on  earth. is  ushered  in. 


Christ  shall  come  again  in  glory, 
Here  to  reign  as  King  pf  kin 

Wars  shall  cease  and  eoiilliel  - 
Never  more  shall  sorrows  bring 

He  shall  reign  o'er  death  triumphant 

Reign  in  justice,  bonds  release. 
Worship,  worship,  Christ  the  Infant. 
Christ    the    Lord,    the    "   Prince    of 
Peaci 

Evan  Stephens. 


fttye  Christmas;  g>torp 

♦  4   A^'*  Joseph   also   went   up   from   Galilee,   out  of   the   city  of   Nazareth    into 

'*  Judea,  unto  the  city  of  David,  which  is  called  Bethlehem,  (becausi 
of  the  house  and  lineage  of  David:)  to  be  taxed  with  Alary  his  espoused  wife, 
being  great  with  child.  And  so  it  was,  that,  while  they  were  there,  the  days 
were  accomplished  that  she  should  be  delivered.  And  she  brought  forth  her 
first-born  son,  and  wrapped  him  in  swaddling  clothes,  and  laid  him. in  a  manger; 
because  there  was  no  room  for  them  in  the  inn.  And  there  were  in  the  same 
country  shepherds  abiding  in  the  field,  keeping,  watch  over  their,  flock  by  night. 
And  lo,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon  them,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shone 
round  about  them:  and  they  were  sore  afraid.  And  the  angel  said  unto  them. 
Fear  not:  for,  b.'hold.  1  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to 
all  people.  For  unto  you  is  born  this  day,  in  the  city  of  David,  a  Saviour,  which 
is  Christ  the  Lord.  And  this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you:  Ye  shall  find  the  babe 
wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes,  lying  in  a  manger.  And  suddenly  there  was  with 
the  angel  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  host,  praising  God.  and  saying,  Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men.  And  it  came 
10  pass,  as  the  angels  were  gone  away  from  them  into  heaven,  the  shepherds- 
said  one  to  ;mother.  Let  us  now  go  even  unto  Bethlehem,  and  see  this  thing. 
which  is  come  to  pass,  which  the  Lord  hath  made  known  unto  us.  And  they 
came  with  haste,  and  found  Mary  and  Joseph,  and  the  babe  lying  in  a  manger. 
And  when  they  had  seen  it,  they  made  known  abroad  the  saying  which  was  told 
them  concerning  this  child.  And  all  they  that  heard  it  wondered  at  those  things 
which  were  told  them  by  the  shepherds.  But  Mary  kept  all  these  things,  and 
pondered  them  in  her  heart  " — Luke  2:4-19. 


